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This survey of member institutions of the Association of University Evening 
Colleges and the National University Extension Association sought to determine the 
prevalence of giving credit or advanced standing by examination, what instruments 
are used for such purposes, any tendency to favor the application of credit or 
advanced standing to either technical or general (liberal arts) education, tendencies 
for or against applying testing devices in the adult education program, and current 
faculty or administrative attitudes toward credit without classes. Special programs 
and arrangements at Northeastern University. Brooklyn College, and elsewhere were 
examined, along with a program proposal by Hacker of Columbia University, and such 
issues as the transferability of credits, suitable evaluation, instruments, course 
content, and residence requirements. Findings indicate that the problem of advanced 
status is a source of concern and confusion for many administrators and faculty in 
higher education, and that steadily increasing college and university enrollments 
create a favorable climate for trying to accelerate the programs of qualified 
students. (Five tables, footnotes, and the questionnaire are included), (author/ly) 
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FOREWORD 



Many adults are attending our colleges and universities to earn bac- 
calaureate degrees. They tend to be persons whoae education has been 
interrupted for one reason or another and who return to school usually 
on a part-time basis. The Center is interested in issues concerning ap- 
propriate degree programs for these students, and believes that such 
programs pose special problems because they do not follow the normal 
pattern of four years of full-time study immediately following high 
school. 

Two kinds of questions may be asked. Is the regular degree, designed 
primarily for younger students, a proper one for adults? Assuming for 
the moment that it is, are the same methods for acquiring credit proper 
or necessary? It is our opinion that, especially with adults, experience 
or other independent learning may be equivalent to hours spent in the 
classroom and may serve to fulfill part, if indeed not all, of the require- 
ment for the baccalaureate degree. 

At BrooMyn College an experiment, sponsored by the Center, has 
produced a system for awarding credit toward a degree. In connection 
with the project and our search for other ways to push ahead in this 
direction, we discovered that little was known about attitudes and prac- 
tices in regard to awarding advanced standing or advanced placement 
—and especially the extent to which the practices applied to adult stu- 
dents. We decided this was a prior question worth investigating, and 
Maurice d' Arlan Needham, a member of the Center staff, was assigned 
to make the study. 

Since the project was initiated, we have uncovered interest in a num- 
ber of places. Many of our colleagues in university adult education are 
anxious to learn more about national practices in this area. There is an 
increasing amount of interest in special degree programs for adults, in- 
volving the content of adult education for credit, as well as the possibility 
of credit by examination. More recently there appears to be a growing 
discussion of more flexible and appropriate ways to provide regular de- 




grees for qualified adults. One foundation has gone so far as to consider 
the possibility of experimenting with a degree by examination along the 
lines of tne University of London. 

College without Classes is based on an extensive report prepared 
by Mr. Needham. The data was gathered about two years ago, but we 
believe it may be more timely now than it was then. At this point, how- 
ever, we believe a brief monograph will serve a more useful purpose 
than would a longer volume. Mr. Needham is no longer with the staff, 
and the revisions are not his. We have tried to be faithful to the find- 
ings and analysis in his original report. Responsibility for the final 
form of the monograph rests with the present staff of the Center, but 
full credit for the work which went into the study remains with Maurice 
Needham. 



A. A. Liveright 
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PURPOSE AND APPROACH OF THE STUDY 

Should institutions of higher education give college credit without 
classes? Since World War II this question has been asked with increas- 
ing frequency. The potential growth of college enrollments and the de- 
mands for higher education serving both average and exceptional stu- 
dents make it a serious concern. If knowledge or skills are not acquired 
in the classroom, then where? The obvious answer, of course, is that 
they may come from individual study or experiences— and this makes the 
subject one of special interest for deans of university evening colleges 
or extension divisions where mature students have a great deal of ex- 
perience, a possible storehouse of knowledge which might count toward 
a college degree. 

College credit without classes for adult students has been the sub- 
ject of considerable discussion among adult educators and the basis for 
one extensive experiment. The experiment was undertaken by Brooklyn 
College, where a system has been devised for granting credit toward 
the baccalaureate degree and for filling some of the gaps between ex- 
perientially acquired knowledge and the degree requirements. At the 
same time, others have been proposing plans for degrees or credits by 
examination, arguing that for many reasons these would be especially 
appropriate for adults. 

Tf credit is to be granted, how and under what circumstances? In 
searching for answers to these questions, it became apparent that there 
was much vagueness regarding national practices and attitudes currently 
in vogue. This was particularly the case in the area of university adult 
education. Therefore, the Center for the Study of Liberal Education for 
Adults enlisted the cooperation of the member institutions of the Asso- 
ciation of University Evening Colleges and the National University Exten- 

1. See Bernard H. Stern and Ellswerth Missal, Adult Experience 
and College Degrees (Cleveland, Ohio: The Press cf Western Reserve 
University, I9d0). 
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